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E1T.4 
Ze | CET RLEAD Ts oa 


FRY 
” =>. LES. O H_ a A—  — 


——. 


ENGLANDS INTREST 


Endangered by the Artifices made uſe of by te FRENCH, 
to Ruine its Woollen- ManufaGnre. 


\ E W Princes have ſuch Means to ſupport their 
| Splendor and Greatnels, as His Majeſtie of Eng- 
lind ; nor have many Countries ſuch a Staple Commo- 
dity as this Kingdom hath, that if it were well 1mprov- 
ed, England might bea more general Mart for Exrope. 
That thoſe Advantages are not Improved, is very 


obvious, by the great complaint made of the Poverty 


and Decay in many parts of this Kingdom of England, 
C which is worſe ) that general Dejection of Spirit, 
upon 2 prepolcſ{t Opinion, that all endeavours to re- 
cover it will be rendred Fruitleſs and Abortiye. 

The conſideration whereof hath prompted me as an 
Engliſh Man, to ule my utmoſt Endeavours and un- 
wearied Dylligence, to try what might be done, to- 
wards the finding out ſome Method, that may pre-' 


that ſome good part of what1s loſt may be re-gained. 
It cannot be di{puted, but that the moſt of the 


_ Goods which are yearly Imported into this Kingdom, 


being to the valuc of jeveral Millions of pounds Sterling, 
Ac: | are 
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are no otherwiſe anſwered, but by the value of the 
Commodities which are Exported, rhe bulk of which 
confilts cheifly in our Woollen Manufacture, as being 
the grear ſupport ot our Trade and Shipping: Betore 
King Edward the third, the Burganders enjoyed that 
Advantage: In making a Yard of Cloth of ten Shil- 
Ings value,of three pound of Engliſh Wooll cthen,which 
coſt but fix pence per. poand, ro the Eniiching of thar 
people, and Advancing rhe Revenue of rheir Per, ce; 
which beino perceived by that Prudert Prince, King £d- 
ward the >d upon a Viiit mad- by hi mot o the Mk 
of Bur pandy; during His Reltdence rhey Ihe employ- 
cd tuch able Agents, amonezſt the Fle Jemiſl Clothiers, 
io cftcctually repreſenting ro them, the d anger they we re 
1 by the bordering Warrs with France, the Peaceable 
condition of Erelandl ind the freedom of the Pe oplc that 
are Subjects here, that he fourd them inclinable to 
accept 2n Invitation to cone over hither ; wheremn He 
promiſes them the ſame Privile dges ard Immunities with 
His own Subjects; by which He \prevayled witha great 
number of them to come into England {oon after Him, 

where He moſt Royally pertormed thoſe Pronntes. 

He allo called home many of His own Subjects, who 
had been long ſetled in Flanders, and inthe 27th. Year 

of His Reign, by an Act oi Oe DIORAN Prokibits the E x- 
portation of W ooll, and in a little time ſ{etled a Ma- 
nutaQure of Cloth in His own Kingdom of Enclard. 

But the ManufaGtureof Bayes, Says,and Perpetua- 
nys{ % hich 13now one halt of the Woollen Manufac- 


ure ) 
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ure ) was not ſet up in Ergland till theReign of Queen 
Elizabeth, which was wholly carried on before mn Flan- 
ders with Engliſh Wooll; but by the Severity of the 
Duke of Ala, againſt the Proteſtants in Flanders, who 
carried on that Manutacture there, it was in Her Reign 
brought over to England, and that Country hath ever 
ſince loſt it. 

By which means, as our Wealth came greatly to 
increaſe, ſo we our {clvs became more powertul in 
Shipping than ever; which greatneſs of our Trade, and 
the Strength of our Shipping tounded on that,hath been 
n tonly obſerved, but of late emulated by the French 
King,and ſeeing it was likewiſe clearly diſcecned,that the 
cheiteſt means for the maintenance of it, proceeded from 
our Woollen ManufaQure; the ſaid French King ( by the 
help of a moſt Sagatious Councel, fince the Peace of 
Munſter ) hath by many ſevere Laws, and preſures yp- 
on us, contrary to the Anrienc Treaties of Peace and 
Commerce, endeavoured to Rob us of rhe laid Manu- 
facture by getting over our Wooll, nor 1s the ſtate of the 
Conteſt now at preſent between us , only, who ſhall 
have the Trade, but who 1s ficeſt to have the Strength 
and Dominion of the Sea. Ard tho He hath made 
Warr with a great part of t Exrepe, with Is Sword a- 
gainft his Enemies, yet again iſt England by Trathck, 
1 1mnproving his Dotreſi bare; 1 our Court, to under- 
mine our Trade and Commerle, whilſt pretending 
Freindiiip with us. 

And 1 this be the true State of the Calc betwixt us 
-&-4 al- 
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already, in the Intancy of the Woollen ManufaQure in 
France, what will it be when that King ſhall enlarge, 
ad hoe ing it to a greater Perfection, Rational and 
Wiſe Men may Judg ; tor we mult be very ſhort {i ght- 
cd.if we underſiand nor, that aicer he hzrh tupplyed 
Hs own Country, he will rot only enceavour, but | 
will ſoon be able, to ſupply Flanders, Peringall, Sperm 
and the Streights, with Woollen- Mann Cures - And 
therctore the more Wooll the French ger iron us, by 
ſo much the more Manufacture they will make for the 
turniſhing themſelves, and their neighbours ( nay our 

{elves ) and then by ſo much the [cſs place there wall 
E ,or polibility that we ſhould be able to furniſh 
them, and then allo ſo much the greater ſtop muſt 
or neceliry be put to the vending of our Woollen- 
Manutacure beyond the Sea, becauſe there is but a cer- 
rain quantity of the Woollen-ManutaQture conſumed 
in the Trading World. And is it not then as manifeſt 
that by ho! ow much our Manufa&ure decayes, our Trade 
Wealth,and rhe ſtrength of our Shiping mainly depend 
muſt decay 4io,and conſequently the Revenue of the 
Crowne, not only in the Cxſtome, but in other Branches 

that doth depend upon the laid Trade of the Woollen- 
ManufaGure. 

And here I muſt take the boldneſs to ſay , that 
where a Nation 15 not RE in Mines of Gold or 
Silver, 1t 1s not ca pable oi being Enriched an ;y other= 
way, than by its ManutaGure, or Shipping, 
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And Conſequently if1t be from our ManufaQure that 
the Riches of this Nationcomes : And if it be from our 
Manufacture cheifly that our Shipping is Imployed, 
and our Marriners Þred ; 1fit be from our Trading a- 
lone, and from rhe Riches which our Trading brings 
in, that His Majeliics Crſtomes areraiſed, and that our 
Fleets have been lirherto Built and NMaintamed, and 
the Dominion of the Seas Prelerved, than it is and muſt 
be from our Manufacture that our Þill;oz hath been 
bronghr in, and by which the Rents of our Nobillity 
and Gentry have bzen advanced, : 

And therefore it may be eattly granted, that there is 
no higher Temporal Intreſt in the Nation, than that 
which Preſervs His Majeſties Cuſtoms, that which Suſt- 
tains the Nobllity and Gentries Rents, and that which 
Supports our Navy and Shipping. — 

Then in regard our Manuiadure doth all this, the 
Fncouragement of 1t muſt neceſlarily be the greateſt In- 
treſt of the Nation it felt: And { crave cave to ſay, that 
whoſoever placeth it in any thing clce C of a Tempo- 
ral concern, )as the Circumſtances of this Nation 
ſtands at priefent borwixt us and France, muſt cither 
miſtake the Jocreſt of rhis Nation, or can be no Freind 
to Enclai,, not to repreſent him a betrayer of it. ' 

Were there no other Argument or Reaſon at this 


Conjuncture to be urged, to a true Engliſh Man, to 


V 
Prohmbit thz Exportation of W o91l, this were enough ;- 
tnatit not only hinders the Exportation oi 1s Manu- 
facture, by which Ercland is Enriched ; but encourage 
the 
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the {ame in France : for thither moſt of the Wool is 
now Exported ( eſpecially from Kext and Suſjex )and 
2s I would not be ſo uncharitable ( what ever their 
thoughts are of me )) to think, that the Gentlemen 
of thoſe Countrys, would iavour the Exportation of 


Wooll, for a {uppoled Profit of torty Shillings for a 
Pack of Wooll, were they truly informed; when that 
ſuppoſed Profit of tourty Shillings {hall be rhe occaſt- 
on of the lols to England one hundred Pounds in the 
workmanſhip thereof, efpecially in making Stockings 
and Stuffs ; for the Wooll coveted in France 1s the (or 
which makes that Manuiacture, befides the other in- 
_ cident Advantages accruing to this Nation 11 Manu- 
tactured here, in firting 1t for Sea, the Shipping and 
Cuſtome thereupon producing greater Colt; all which 
Profit to the Poor Spinner, Knitter, Weaver, Fullers 
and Seamen, does come molt to the Farmer and Gra- 
zier, and conſequently to the Nobility and Gentry ; 
all which I ſhall be more particular in, to ſhew how 
much the French Robs us of thereby : It being one 
Principal means that hath contributed to the great- 
nels of that Nation, both as to their Trade, and the 
Strength of rheir Shipping, and which hath cauſed that 
King to prohibit the Importation ofall Engliſh Wooll- 
en- Manufactures into that Kingdom; not only tothe 
loſs of near Two Millions of Pounds Sterling Fer. An. 
to England in the laid Manufacture, to the encourage- 
ing that King to Supply other Countries with it, who 
uſed to be ſupplyed from hence, to the lojs of our 
trade 
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Trade and Shppmg; the Impoveriſhing the Kingdom, 


and the Demunition oi the Reverucs of the Crown. 
That by a modeſt Computation, by ſuch as have 
made it their Buſineſs to In{pect this Aﬀair, there have 
been Itnported into France, ar leaſt thirty Thouſand 
Packs of Exgl:ſþ and Iriſh W ooll, 1n one Years time ; 
with which the French, by the help of their Courle 
Wooll, fine {pun Linwing and the thinneis of their 
StufJs, make as much Manruiacture as double that quan- 
ticy of Woul w De do here in England , which Wool! 
being Mani factured they do nor only jupply them- 
{clves, but Feport Ic mto other Kingdoms, which for- 
merly we upp lyed, DY which means we not maring 
chat manutaGnre as formerly, there will be of courſe 
remain fo many thouſand Packs of Wool! on hand in 
the Nation by t the Loſs of its ManufaGure here ; be- 
cauſe there 1s a certain quantity of theWoollen Ma- 
nufacture vended in the Trading World: And there- 
tore 1t5 1mpoiltble to think we can Export the \ooll- 
en Manufacture, when we Export our Wooll to make 
it beyond the Sea : Up on which occaſion let me hum- 
bly offer this one Contideration to rhe tavourers of | 
the Exportation of Wooll to France, viz. as thereby 
the French King v wil be Great and Rich, we Poore 
and Weak, to by the Wooll Yearly Exported by a 
modelt Computation amounts as before to thirty thou- 
{and Packs; which in ſeaven Years time thete will be 
of courle near two hundred & tenn thouſand Packs on 
hand 1t the ſame qu antiry be yearly Exported, forthe 
| Reaſon 
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Reaſons before mentioned , 7%. one Pack of our 
Wooll helping the French to make as much manutact- 
ure as two Packs would do here, by which means not 
only ſo much Wooll remain on the Graziers hand, 
but the Loſs to England in being deprived of the Ma- 
nufacturing of ſo much wooll, whichin the ſaid feaven 


Years time would amount to twenty eight millions of 
Pounds Sterling, 


I will conclude with a Paſſage in a Letter,occaſtoned 
by the ACt againſt Jri/þ Cattle : Printed in the Year 
1677, Which 1s now known to have been written, by 
the Ingenious Mr. Andrew Marovil, ( vis. ) 


The fall of Rents, Cheapneſs of Wool, and detay of Manufacture 
zn England, bezng Sugjeſted, to be principally occaſioned by Ireland, the iriſh Catile were 
thereup:n Prohabited,by an Ad of Parhament, and declared to be a publich Nnſance. - 

Admitting, that fume of thoſe Counties might be prejudiced by the Importation of Iriſh 
Cattle, yet whatſoever Profit accrued to others by it, did upon the mutual Neceſſities of all, 
fetrle into the common Stock of the Natinu, Andit ſeems but reaſonabie,that whtſnever pri- 
wate Obligation a Parltament- Man katy to the Place where he 1s Eletted, yet, when once he 
comes to fit, hu Truſt and his Atird u enlarged, and he does no more conſider hinſelf as the 
Polititian of a Shire, or the Patron cf a Borrough; but as a Repreſentor of the Oniverſality : 
whereas otherwiſe, if any County, one or mure,chance to be more Fertile than other in Mem - 
bers of Par/iament, and they Atl oy ſuch narrow Meaſures, the deciſion would be by Multi- 
tude, not by Reaſon, 

And notwith/tanding, if we were to tell Connties, thoſe that are not advantaged and veal 
egrieved, make the greateſt Bleaz for if we account like Merchants hy Frofft and Loſs, all the 
P roffit that can be made (and that very ſmall ) by this Af, returns to ſuch Counties which are 
proper for brecding, and that ſmall proffit zs Joſt to them, if not much more by their Corn for 
want of Trad? by it, and the whols. Nation hath hereby loſt, in great Meaſire the went of its 
Home and Foreign Commodities to Ireland, ani the increaſing produtt to Eugiand in gente 
ral, by Iriſh Cattle, 1n Specia. | 

But as to the Political Point, you dtd hirein, as mich as 7" you then lay, to cut off all 
that ſtrong as more Nat:ral dependance of Ireland pon Erglard , and ro govern it rather 
by ths Force of Authority, than by the Influencial Benignity of intrift, : 
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